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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT  
Steve Vogl 

 

Greetings Members, 

 

Itôs been a busy summer for all the MAPFHA members Iôve talked to lately.  Between jobs, family, and horses, I 

donôt know when anyone gets a chance to sleep.  Iôd like to congratulate our VP Sandy Redding on a couple of big 

family happenings in her life as she first welcomed home her son, Chris, as he re-enters civilian life after serving 

his country well in Iraq and Afghanistan, followed by the birth of her first grandchild Charlotte (Charlie).  

Congratulations, Sandy, to you and your family!  I know they are nothing less than thrilled, and that Sandy canôt 

wait to get that little girl up in the saddle. 

 

2009 Elections 
There are three positions up for election this year: Vice President, Treasurer, Show Chair.  The Board of Directors 

are in the process of naming a Nominating Committee which is comprised of the President and three MAPFHA 

members.  If you wish to be on this committee, please contact me at: peddlersteve@msn.com or by phone at 

320.291.1280.  I also want to hear from you now if you are interested in running for any of the positions up for 

election.  MAPFHA is important to our breed in keeping Paso people connected and promoting the breed in our 

region.  This can only happen with support from members.  So I urge you to give some serious thought to running 

for a position.  Donôt think you wouldnôt be good enough!  All you need is a ñget óer doneò attitude, and if elected, 

youôll get plenty of support from the Board.  It doesnôt matter where you live.  With all the advances in 

communications technology, remote meetings can be arranged.  I want to hear from you and am ready to answer 

any questions. 

 

MAPFHA Fun Show 

The MAPFHA Fun Show in June went very well.  We would have liked more riders participating, but those who 

came had a great time.  This was my first time riding in the Fun Show and I thoroughly enjoyed myself.  And this is 

the first year we have two Fun Shows scheduled.  The next is on August 29
th
, a Saturday.  At the show in June, I 

was the only guy riding.  The women of MAPFHA are fierce competitors so Iôm counting on the men to show in 

August and not leave me thrown to the lions again!   
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Many thank youôs go out to everyone who made the June Fun Show a success!  Amanda Jaekels, our Show Chair 
worked hard at pulling it all together and then stepped in as our judge for the day.  She also recruited her husband, 

Jeremy, me, and my buddy, Troy (a non-member), to get the fino board set-up the evening before the show.  Sharon 

Gallagher organized the food for lunch and was helped in the kitchen by Lemmie Graham.   Thank you Lemmie & 

Ron Graham for again donating rolls and donuts.  Reid Johnson returned as our announcer, and heôs volunteered for 

this so many times that I think heôs getting the knack of it.  Thank you, Reid and also Cindy for helping out in the 

ring!  Hereôs a shout out to Chuck Hauser who manned the gate for the riders.  Bob Zimmerman was on hand with 

his camera to record the event.  Thank you, Bob, for your time and talents so often and generously offered.  I know 

Iôve missed mentioning people who pitched in as there are so many details to tend to and we are grateful for 

everyone who steps up and makes it happen. 

 

Congratulations are in order to Lynda Zimmerman and Zia who won the Grand Prize as the overall winners of the 

day with the most accumulated class points.  But, be warned, Lynda!  My good olô Abe is spending time on the 

treadmill, hitting the weights and steam room.  I can see the fire of competition in his eyes.  Your title will be 

challenged.    

 

Happy Trails on the Smoothest Ride on Earth, 

Steve    

 

 

TRAIL RIDE REPORT  

 
You no doubt have noticed the weather this year has been outstanding for riding in most areas of the Region, unless 

you like heat that is.  There has been a steady turnout at MAPFHA scheduled rides, and many reports of members 

taking full advantage of the weekends out at their favorite destinations.  Treasurer, Chuck Hauser, has recently 

returned from his annual week long ride in the mountains of Montana.  He reports another Griz encounter, so if you 

talk to him be sure to get him to tell you about it.  E-Messenger editor, Roxie would love to hear from you of your 

riding adventures to publish in the newsletter.  Remember that there is no age limit for submissions.  Please 

encourage your children to write a story ï a good summer tune-up for getting back to school.  Email submissions to 

editorMAPFHAenews@msn.com or call in your report to her at 320-266-6674. Itôs about half way through the 

riding season and there are still many rides coming up: 

 

August 13-16:  RICHARD J. DORER MEMORIAL HARDWOOD 

   STATE FOREST, ZUMBRO BOTTOMS HORSE CAMP 

   Theilman, MN 

September 4-7:  GEORGE WASHINGTON STATE FOREST, TOGO 

   HORSE CAMP - Togo, MN  

September 18-20:  PILSBURY STATE FOREST - Pillager, MN 

October 2-4:  MAPLEWOOD STATE PARK - Pelican Rapids, MN 

    218-863-8383 This park fills fast for reservations and if you havenôt already made a reservation, do so now.  If 

there is nothing available, the park keeps some sites as first come first served, so plan to get there early for a chance 

at a site.  

 

Although the Zumbro bridge is now completed, the usual route into the park is under construction.  Sharon has 

received information for an alternative route.  The construction area can be avoided by by-passing the town of 

Theilman via Hwy 60 to Cnty Rd 86 which is a gravel road that will hook you back up to the road into the park past 

the construction area.  Call Sharon for more details.  

 
Links to all of the above parks can be found on MAPFHAôs website Events & Rides page.  If you would like to add a ride to the schedule 

ï and itôs ok if it overlaps another ride - contact Sharon Gallagher at 320-743-2961.  
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Member Briefs  

 

Riding In The Historic Minnesota River Valley 
Submitted by MAPFHA Member, Lynda Zimmerman 

 

MAPFHA was well-represented at the Fourth of July weekend trail ride. The ride took place at the 

Upper Sioux Agency State Park near Granite Falls, MN, which is situated along the Minnesota River at 

the mouth of the Yellow Medicine River. It was an ideal selection for a summer, holiday weekend. 

 

Bob and I left the Cities on Wed. under clouds and in cool temperatures; but, it wasnôt long before we 

drove out of the clouds as we headed west. After checking in at the park office, we were pleased to find 

our campsite in a large grassy area, bordered by trees across the back of the site that shielded a ravine 

from view. There were only two other camping rigs in the campground that first night. The non-electric 

(rustic) site had a trio of solid, rolled cable high-lines for Zia; each was clean and dry with grass all 

around. I clipped her to the middle section, and we proceeded to set up our tent.  

 

There was a short trail loop just over the hill, so Zia and I headed through the gate to explore. The path 

circled a Native American pow-wow ground, deserted this weekend. I learned later that an annual 

ceremony is held here in late summer complete with drums, dancing, food and festivities. 

 

After dinner, Zia and I joined one of the other camping couples on an evening ride. It was warm, 

peaceful and a perfect time to see a bit more of the park and catch the sunset. Tony and Carol explained 

the layout of the trails, which I confirmed on my park map. They joined us for conversation by the fire 

later, and we learned that they lived in nearby New Ulm so were very familiar with this park. Zia and I 

rode with them again the following morning for a longer ride along the Minnesota River on the other 

 

 

SHOW CHAIR'S REPORT 

 

ENCORE! ENCORE!  The August 29
th
 MAPFHA Fun Show is fast approaching.  We are holding it at the same 

location as the June Fun Show; Clearwater Rodeo Grounds in Clearwater, MN.  The grounds are just off of I94 at 

the Clearwater exit, and about 45 minutes NW of the Twin Cities.  We still need more sponsors to support this 

event.  Sponsorship is $10 a class.  Please contact Mandy if you want to mail in your sponsorship, or if you plan on 

attending you may provide your sponsorship at the Fun Show.  Mandy can be reached by email at 

adkwebdesign@aol.com or call her at 320-369-4191. 

 

Of course there are always plenty of volunteer opportunities.  Also contact Mandy if you know ahead of how you 

can help.  Otherwise, donôt be shy to ask when you arrive at the show.   

 

We know many of you would like to attend, but the distance requires an overnight stay, or you may have 

transportation needs.  We are here to help you with accommodations anyway we can.  This may mean getting the 

word out to find another member who could trailer your horse, to find a place to stable your horse overnight, 

recommending motels in the area, or a place to park & plug your rig.  But we canôt help if we donôt hear from you!  

You can call or email anyone on the websiteôs Contact Us page.  We want you to be able to make it to the Fun 

Show and will be happy to hear from you. 
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side of the park, past the main campground and boat launch. 

 

Overnight was cool, but refreshing and very quiet. Sometime during the night, a pack of yipping 

coyotes woke me with their chorus, and at daybreak a pair of owls hooted back and forth to each 

other across the campground. Itôs so rare to see them anymore that it was a real treat to hear them. 

 

Other MAPFHA members arrived on Thursday, so we three walked over to their secluded sites 

under the trees and socialized a bit, Zia on a lead rope like a dog on a leash. Russ and Nancy 

Doering and I went out for an evening ride to the top of the sunset meadow again. A sheep farm is 

situated nearby, and we could hear the cries of the lambs on the breeze. 

 

Zia and I also rode a few times with Chris and Paul Kuper and their son, Dawson. Their daughter, 

Danielle, couldnôt ride due to a foot injury, but she and her friend, LaHattie, biked and fished 

instead. Wild raspberries were just ripening in the woods, and Dawson was able to pluck a few from 

the back of his patient mare. Although it rained most of Friday, Friday night, and Saturday morning, 

it wasnôt stormy, and we were not deterred from riding in the least. The trees offered shelter from 

the light rain, and bugs remained largely at bay. It was warm and humid, but very pleasant under the 

tree canopy. 

 

Zia and I covered every trail, often more than once or in a different direction. We saw deer and a 

fawn in the woods, flocks of pelicans flying overhead or swimming in the Minnesota, fish shadows 

darkening the creek bottom and large snapping turtles lazing on the logs. The park terrain offered a 

variety: we rode grassy, mowed trails across the prairie fields; padded tree-lined turf trails along the 

rivers; and crisscrossed hilly, wooded paths through the forest. The trail loops are laid out so well 

that we rarely met or saw other riders.  

 

An historic residential building at the top of a hill reflects the areaôs Indian Agency past, and two 

teepees are available for rental in the parkôs main campground. The park office also hosts an 

interpretive center, and park security was present through the weekend. Water for horses was 

available at a central faucet, and a manure bunker with wheelbarrow was provided. Electric 

campsites were also available. 

 

Friday night, we heard the boom of fireworks in the rain, hosted by the local casino a few miles 

away but too far to scare our horses. Occasionally, we also heard the lonesome whistle of a train off 

in the distance. Bob and I met our camping neighbors whose grand-daughter, April, was on her first 

trail ride. She was all dressed up in cowgirl boots and purple cowgirl hat, walking Grandmaôs little 

dog while Grandpa saddled the horses. She rode in a tandem child seat behind Grandpa. Bob took 

several cute photos of her, which prompted our other camping neighbors to request a family photo 

of them and their four Arabians. He was a hit with his kaleidoscope/camera combination. 

 

Saturday night, the MAPFHA campers got together for a potluck and after the evening ride, a 

bonfire. Jack and Sharon Gallagher, Roger and Toni Berg, Russ and Nancy Doering, Nancy 

Frederickson, Chris and Paul Kuper and us comprised the group. Dick and Sue LeCleir were also on 

the ride with a couple of their friends and new Pasos, but they had to leave Sat. afternoon. 

 

The campground drew several more riders over the weekend as the rain dissipated, but it did not 

have a crowded feel, and campers were respectfully quiet through the holiday. Although Bob and I 

were there for four nights (and several miles of trail rides) the weekend ended too soon. It was a 

beautiful park, and a relaxing, fun weekend! We hope to go back in early fall to catch some autumn 

leaf color. 
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Autum Mohawk 

 

Hello MAPFHA! 

 

 How are you doing? Iôm very happy to be the E-Messengerôs new junior feature writer.  I was 

invited to do this after I submitted an article in the last E-Messenger.  Hereôs what I wrote about me 

then: 

 

ñMy name is Autum Mohawk.  I am 11 years old and live in Hibbing, Minnesota with my 

parents Kurt & Gail Mohawk and my two sisters, 16 year old Brooke and 3 year old 

Cassidyé I have a 21 year old mare named First Priority de Petite, but we all call her 

ñBreezeò.   Although she will be 22yrs. old in August, she still is going strong and I trail ride 

with her and show her often at local showsò 

 

In this newsletter I'm going to talk about my local shows and fairs.  

 

Last weekend I went to a WSCA (Western Saddle Club Association) show with my bay Paso Fino 

mare Breeze.  We compete together often.  She did very well.  In the jumping figure eight class, 

Breeze jumped at least four feet up in the air! =) It was amazing! The gate keepers were already 

running to come and catch me, but I stayed on and finished the pattern too! And we got third place 

in the open class against adults.   

 

Breeze is a very versatile horse, so we also do very well in Barrels, Poles, Keyhole, Speed Dash, 

Ribbon Race, Egg & Spoon, Ride-A-buck (They put a dollar under your knee and walk, trot, and 

canter bareback.), and Rescue Race. All the games are very fun. My friend Hannah and I do Rescue 

Race together with her Quarter Horse Joker, and my horse Breeze. If you don't know what a Rescue 

Race is it's when one rider stands at the end of the arena (Hannah and Joker), the other horse and 

rider runs to them (Me and we use Breeze because she's short.), and then Hannah jumps on with me 

and we run away.  

 

Ok now I'm going to talk about the Saint Louis County Fair. That is my local fair.  On Saturday and 

Sunday August 1
st
 & 2

nd
, we're going with our RV, and horse trailer. It's going to be fun!  I'm doing 

halter classes with our Quarter Horse and Rocky, and English Equitation on Breeze. We will also be 

doing the games. Going on the midway rides is fun, but the horses are better.  Well that's about it at 

the Hibbing fair.  

 

Next I will be going to the Proctor Fair. There I'm going to do a Breed Demo and show classes. I'm 

going to do English Equitation and Halter with Breeze and like I said before, the games are always 

fun.  MAPFHA member Brenda Bergman and I are going to do the Breed Demo together.  

 

Well that's all for this newsletter. My next newsletter will be about Proctor Fair, and show 

grooming. 

 

           Until Next Time, 

 

                             Autum & Breeze  

 



2009 Paso Fino Fun Show Gallery 
Photo Credits:  Bob Zimmerman 

 

  

                                                              

 

  


